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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -20 are presented for examination. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 , 3, 1 0, 1 2-1 4 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

Claims 1, and 10 recited the word "IOP" which is abbreviation. Applicant is 
requested to write "IOP" in the complete form. Likewise, applicant is required to make 
the same correction for other dependent claims. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 3, which is depended on claim 1 , recited the limitation "the plurality of 
registers". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in this claim. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 12-14, which is depended on claim 10, recited the limitation "the plurality 
of registers". There is lack of antecedent basis for this limitation in these claims. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1, 3, 6-10, and 12-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as 
being unpatentable over Crump et al. (hereinafter Crump) U.S. Patent No. 5,752,044, 
in view of Fasack et al. (hereinafter Fasack) U.S. Patent No. 4,823,290. 

5. As to claim 1 , Crump teaches the invention as claimed, including a 
remote server management controller, comprising: 

an IOP that is adapted to communicate with a managed server via a 
communication interface (col. 6, line 58-col. 8, line 15); 

a failsafe register that is adapted to receive an IOP reset request via the 
communication interface (col. 39, line 36-col. 40, line 32, col. 41, line 49-col. 42, line 9); 

a failsafe boot timer adapted to initiate a countdown when the failsafe register 
receives an IOP reset request (col. 26, line 28-62, col. 27, line 10-col. 28, line 60, col. 
30, lines 7-28, col. 31, line 32-col. 32, line 15). 

However, Crump does not explicitly teach wherein the IOP is adapted to be 
placed in a reset condition if the IOP does not clear the IOP reset request from the 
failsafe register and disable the failsafe boot timer before the countdown expires. 

Fasack teaches wherein the IOP is adapted to be placed in a reset condition if 
the IOP does not clear the IOP reset request from the failsafe register and disable the 
failsafe boot timer before the countdown expires (col. 17, lines 7-47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Data Processing art at 
the time of the invention was made to incorporate the feature of the IOP is adapted to 
be placed in a reset condition if the IOP does not clear the IOP reset request from the 
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failsafe register and disable the failsafe boot timer before the countdown expires, as 
disclosed by Fasack, into Crump system because it provide an efficient system for 
monitoring the environment in the computer system operations to provide early warning 
of environment conditions (see Fasack col. 1, lines 7-13). 

6. As to claim 3, Crump teaches the remote server management controller 
of claim 1 wherein the IOP is adapted to execute an initialization sequence and to place 
the plurality of registers in the locked condition as part of the initialization sequence (col. 
22, lines 4-21, col. 30, lines 6-28, col. 31, line 66-col. 32, line 11). 

7. As to claim 6, Crump teaches the remote server management controller 
of claim 1 wherein the IOP is adapted to decline the IOP reset request (col. 48, line 57- 
col.49, line 25). 

8. As to claim 7, Crump teaches the remote server management controller 
of claim 1 wherein the communication interface is a PCI bus (col. 7, line 50-col. 8, line 

9. As to claim 8, Crump teaches the remote server management controller 
of claim 1 wherein cycles received via the communication interface are retried until the 
IOP completes an initialization sequence (col. 22, lines 4-21, col. 30, lines 6-28, col. 31, 
line 66-col. 32, line 11). 
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1 0. As to claim 9, Crump teaches the remote server management controller 
of claim 1 wherein cycles received via the communication interface are retried until the 
IOP is placed in a reset state upon expiration of the failsafe boot timer (col. 26, line 28- 
62, col. 27, line 10-col. 28, line 60, col. 30, lines 7-28, col. 31, line 32-col. 32, line 15). 

11. As to claim 10, Crump teaches the invention as claimed, including a 
managed server, comprising: 

a communication interface (col. 7, line 50-col. 8, line 5); 
a device adapted to communicate via the communication interface (figure 3, col. 
6, line 34-col. 8, line 15); 

a remote server management controller, comprising: 

an IOP that is adapted to communicate via the communication interface (col. 6, 
line 58-col. 8, line 15); 

a failsafe register that is adapted to receive an IOP reset request via the 
communication interface (col. 39, line 36-col. 40, line 32, col. 41 , line 49-col. 42, line 9); 

a failsafe boot timer adapted to initiate a countdown when the failsafe register 
receives an IOP reset request (col. 26, line 28-62, col. 27, line 10-col. 28, line 60, col. 
30, lines 7-28, col. 31, line 32-col. 32, line 15); and 

However, Crump does not explicitly teach wherein the IOP is adapted to be 
placed in a reset condition if the IOP does not clear the IOP reset request from the 
failsafe register and disable the failsafe boot timer before the countdown expires. 
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Fasack teaches wherein the IOP is adapted to be placed in a reset condition if 
the IOP does not clear the IOP reset request from the failsafe register and disable the 
failsafe boot timer before the countdown expires (col. 1 7, lines 7-47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Data Processing art at 
the time of the invention was made to incorporate the feature of the IOP is adapted to 
be placed in a reset condition if the IOP does not clear the IOP reset request from the 
failsafe register and disable the failsafe boot timer before the countdown expires, as 
disclosed by Fasack, into Crump system because it provide an efficient system for 
monitoring the environment in the computer system operations to provide early warning 
of environment conditions (see Fasack col. 1, lines 7-13). 

12. As to claim 12, rump teaches the managed server of claim 10 wherein the 
IOP is adapted to execute an initialization sequence and to place the plurality of 
registers in the locked condition as part of the initialization sequence (col. 22, lines 4-21, 
col. 30, lines 6-28, col. 31, line 66-col. 32, line 11). 

1 3. As to claim 1 3, Crump teaches the managed server of claim 1 0 wherein 
at least one of the plurality of registers is placed in the locked condition unless the 
managed server is operating in a system management mode (col. 22, lines 4-21, col. 
30, lines 6-28, col. 31, line 66-col. 32, line 11). 
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14. As to claim 14, Crump teaches the managed server of claim 10 wherein 
the IOP is adapted to grant permission to access at least one of the plurality of registers 
(col. 26, line 28-62, col. 27, line 10-col. 28, line 60, col. 30, lines 7-28, col. 31, line 32- 
col. 32, line 15). 

1 5. As to claim 1 5, Crump teaches the managed server of claim 1 0 wherein 
the IOP is adapted to decline the IOP reset request (col. 48, line 57-col. 49, line 25). 

1 6. As to claim 1 6, Crump teaches the managed server of claim 1 0 wherein 
the communication interface is a PCI bus (col. 7, line 50-col. 8, line 5). 

1 7. As to claim 1 7, Crump teaches the managed server of claim 1 0 wherein 
cycles received via the communication interface are retried until the IOP completes an 
initialization sequence (col. 22, lines 4-21, col. 30, lines 6-28, col. 31, line 66-col. 32, 
line 11). 

1 8. As to claim 1 8, Crump teaches the invention as claimed, including a 
method of authorizing access to a register, comprising the acts of: 

receiving a reset request via a failsafe register (col. 39, line 36-col. 40, line 32, 
col. 41 , line 49-col. 42, line 9); 
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initiating a countdown of predetermined duration in response to the reset request 
(col. 26, line 28-62, col. 27, line 10-col. 28, line 60, col. 30, lines 7-28, col. 31, line 32- 
col. 32, line 15); 

permitting access to the register if the reset request is not cleared and the 
countdown is not halted before expiration of the predetermined duration (). 

However, Crump does not explicitly teach the feature of permitting access to the 
register if the reset request is not cleared and the countdown is not halted before 
expiration of the predetermined duration. 

Fasack teaches permitting access to the register if the reset request is not 
cleared and the countdown is not halted before expiration of the predetermined duration 
(col. 17, lines 7-47). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the Data Processing art at 
the time of the invention was made to incorporate the feature of permitting access to the 
register if the reset request is not cleared and the countdown is not halted before 
expiration of the predetermined duration, as disclosed by Fasack, into Crump system 
because it provide an efficient system for monitoring the environment in the computer 
system operations to provide early warning of environment conditions (see Fasack col. 
1, lines 7-13). 

1 9. As to claim 1 9, Crump teaches the method of claim 1 8 further comprising 
the act of denying access to the register (col. 48, line 57-col. 49, line 25). 
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20. As to claim 20, Crump teaches the method of claim 18 wherein the act of 
denying access to the register is performed as part of an initialization process (col. 48, 
line 57-col. 49, line 25). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2, 4-5 and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

21 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Sutherland et al. (USPN 2003/0177216), discloses system and method for 
isolation technique for networks. 

Crump et al. (USPN 5,560,023) discloses system and method for automatic 
backup system for advanced power management. 

Pecore (USPN 5,860,028) discloses I/O bus expansion system wherein 
processor checks plurality of possible address until a response from peripheral selected 
by address decoder using user input. 

Horst et al. (USPN 6,496,940) discloses multiple processor system with standby 
sparing. 

Byers et al. (USPN 5,781,770) discloses system and method for controlling 
shutdown of a processing unit. 
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22. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thu Ha Nguyen, whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3989. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 8:30 
AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Najjar Saleh, can be reached at (571) 272-4006. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned are (571) 273-8300 for regular communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://Dair-direct.usDto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




ThuHa Nguyen 
Patent Examiner 



December 12, 2005 



